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Rc: Columbia County lno.Iu~lrial Dewlopmenl AUloorily- Financial Disd,'s<lrc - "Local
Oplion"

lkar r>.'1r. Williams:

The SI~IUIOt)· dcfinilion or who is a "local office," lor purposes or l1n~ndal disclosure h3S been
am,'no:k-d in recenl ye:"s. and in lhe process or dc","loping the annUIII 1;51 of filers. our staff has
dClcrmilll:d IlIat there arc boards on lhe lisl who should 110 lon!!er be on it. We I\a"c identil1ed
11\.. Col umbia County Industrial lk\"elopment AUll\ority as Olll: suel\ board.

In CEO OJ·5, ltot: Commission opined tl\at memlx:rs or a dcpendenl spttial districl were not
"local oOke.s" for purposes ur financial disclosure because Se.:lion 112 31450 }(al2, Florida
Statules. hSls only "indepelldcnf' special dislricls and '101 ""depelldcnf' special dislriclS.
Th<:r<:fore. membel1l of the dep.:ndenl special di.'llrici in CEO 03·5-a kalll\ racilities
3utho.ily--were not required to liJc tile annual sUstcmcnt ofJinancial inlercsts (CE Form IJ. Our
sla,"f believes tl\al II\c 131ionalc of CEO 03·5 is applicable 10 Ihe Columbia Counl)' Industrial
Ocwlopmenl Authori')' with the same rcsull. ils memt-...r~ arc IlOl rt-quired to lilt" fonandal
di:;<; I(\sure

flowe,·er. as rcrerellC~...t in CEO 03-5, S~'Ction 112,314S(1)(aJ2.g, Florida Smtutt"S. contains a
"local option" 11\31 Il\e appointing allthorily can eXClcise 10 require members or ll\c Columbia
Cvunly Industrial Dc\'dopmenl Autl\ority 10 file financial di5<:lo~re Essentiall). il cxpands Il\e
dcfillilion 10 "local oflie..r" to include:

Any oth<.'r appointed member ofa local go\cmment boxlld who i5
.equir..d to iile a Slat",mcnl or finandal inleresrsl\y tl\e appoinl11lg
aUlllo:lril}' vr tl\e enabling legislation. ordinance. or rC!i(lhl1;on
c.eal,ng 111,.. hoard.


