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COctober 18, 2007

Mr. Dale Williams
Columbia Connty Manager
P.C). Drawer 1529
Lake City, FL 32056-1529

Re.  Columbia County Industaal Development Authority- Financial Disclosure — "Local
(}ption”

Dear Mr. Williams:

L he statutory definition of who is a "local officer” for purposes of financial disclosure has been
amended in recent yeurs, and in the process ol developing the annual hist ot filers, our siall haz
Jdetermined thal there are boards on the list who should no longer be on it. We have identfied
the Columbia County Industrial Development Authority as one such hoard.

In CEO 03-5, the Commussion opined that members of & dependen special district were not
"local officers” for purposes of financial disclosure because Section 112 3145¢(1)a)2, Flonda
Statures, hsis only “independent™ special distnets and  mor dependent” special  districts.
Therelure. members of the dependent special distnct in CEOQ U3-5—a health Tacilities
authority—were not required 1o lile the annual statement ot financial imterests (CE Forn 1. Qur
stall believes that the rationale of CEQ 03-5 15 upplicable o the Columbia County Industnal
Development Authority with the same result ns members are nol reguired 1o file Pnancial
disclasure,

However, as referenced in CEO 03-5, Section 112.3145(1 Wa)2 g, Flonda Statutes, contains a
"local aption” that the appointing authority can exeroise lo require members of the Columbia
County Industrial Development Authonty o file financial disclosure.  Essenuially, il expands the
defimton w "local otficer” to include:

Any other appomnted member of 4 focal government board who 15
required to file a statement of Hinancial mierests by the appombng
authority or the enabling legislation. ordinance. or reselution
creating the board.



